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It was one of those March days when the sun shines hot and the wind blows cold: when it is summer in the 

light, and winter in the shade. Charles Dickens 

 

There are no secrets to success. It is the result of preparation, hard work, and learning from failure. Colin 

Powell 

 

Upcoming Events 

Friday, March 9 HS 25-Week Progress Report via Parent Portal 

March 9 – 10 Senior High All County Festival 

Monday, March 12 BPT Meeting, 2:25 p.m., Conference Room 

Tuesday, March 13 Faculty Meeting, 2:25 p.m., PAC 

Tuesday, March 13 Board of Education Meeting, 7:00 p.m., District Office 

Wednesday, March 14 Senior Class 100 Day Celebration 

Tuesday, March 20 Department Meetings, 2:25 p.m. 

Thursday, March 22 Districtwide Band Concert, 7:00 p.m., PAC 

Friday, March 23 Jazz All-County Festival, HS PAC 

Monday, March 26 BPT Meeting (STA Only), 2:25 p.m., Conference Room 

Tuesday, March 27 Faculty Meeting, 2:25 p.m., PAC 

Tuesday, March 27 Varsity Track @ Hilton, 4:00 p.m. 

Tuesday, March 27 Board of Education Meeting 7:00 p.m., District Office 

Wednesday, March 28 Boys Varsity Tennis vs. Irondequoit, 4:30 p.m., SHS 

Wednesday, March 28 Girls Varsity Lacrosse vs. Greece, 6:15, Ranger Stadium 

March 30 – April 6 Spring Recess, No School 

 

**For daily updates on athletic events (including modified and JV sports) please call the Ranger Sports 

Hot Line at 349-5070. * 

 

Student Updates 

 Thank you to Celeste Keyes, Summer Jackel and Sydney Federico for organizing a water polo 

fundraiser as part of Junior NHS.  They collected over 140 can/boxes of food!  A special thank you 

to Kim Yantz (Junior NHS Advisor) and Varsity Swim Coach Nau for their support of this event as 

well! 
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 On Monday, February 5, two members of the Service Learning Internship Program were selected to 

represent the Monroe County Youth Bureau in Albany. The students were Cole Viavattene and 

Alicia Nanna. Both are also members of Spencerport High Schools' CHOICES program. The 

students spent the day meeting with members of the New York State Legislative Branch, touring 

the state capital and having a private meeting with Senator Joseph Robach.  
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 Students from the Service Learning Internship Program volunteered to make a hot lunch for those 

in need on Wednesday, February 7. The students spent the day preparing, cooking, and serving the 

guests. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Congratulations to senior Hannah Snarr who has advanced to finalist standing in National Merit 

Scholarship Program for 2018. 
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 Thank you to Sandi Ben-Dov, Lydia Prusik and the Munn Elementary Staff for providing our 

students the opportunity to participate in Ogdecott Award completion.  Ms. Ben-Dov writes: “I am 

proud to announce that the Ogden Children's Librarian, Anne Strang and the Ogden Teen 

Librarian, Laura Richardson have chosen the first Spencerport High School Students that have won 

the Ogdecott Award.  On Tuesday, February 27, we will be announcing the winners at Munn 

Elementary during the book reveal with the kindergarten students. We are hoping that this event 

will become a time honored tradition throughout the years and will potentially grow. The librarians 

were blown away by the combination of artwork and story telling that took place and were amazed 

that students crafted these stories based on the children that they interviewed.” I had an 

opportunity to view the books students created and they were simply amazing.  The following 

students received special recognition but again all of the books students created were outstanding! 

Gold:  A Day at the Beach by Abby Spielmen  

Illustrated by Lexi Jackson and Joey Gary 

Gold:  Ava the Heroic Princess by Madi Hoadley 

Illustrated by Natalie Dennison 

Silver:  Lost Lucy Written and Illustrated by Oksana Sushko 

Silver:  The Story of Liam by Andrew Cole 

Illustrated by Ariana Braccio 

Honorable Mention:  Life of Cody by JJ Jenkins 

Illustrated by Milo Rodgers 
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 Members of the Service Learning Internship Program volunteered over Winter Break to help the 

Rotary Club of Rochester set up the Carnival Games at the Olympic Village in the Riverside 

Convention Center. The games are part of the Winter Special Olympics which Rochester was 

hosting. The students spent their day putting together the Carnival games and getting everything 

ready for the opening ceremonies. 

 
 

On Friday, February 23, over winter recess, members of the Service Learning Internship Program 

volunteered to help the Special Olympics at the Riverside Convention Center. Rochester hosted the Winter 

Games which included skiing, skating and floor hockey. The students were responsible for building four 

regulation rinks in the Convention Center. This took heavy lifting, and putting all the pieces together in the 

right order. The day started early for the students and they quickly went to work. The Special Olympics 

relies on volunteers in host cities in order to bring the games to the athletes. Senior Joe Carroll summed up 

the day "It was hard work and we worked non-stop for 3 hours, but when we got done we could see the 

accomplishment we made. It was gratifying.”  
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 On Wednesday, March 7, students from the Service Learning Internship Program volunteered at 

Hope Lodge. Hope Lodge was created by the American Cancer Society and it supports families 

who are away from home completing cancer treatment. Rochester's Hope Lodge is located on South 

Goodman and is one of thirty Lodges across the United States. The students were responsible for 

creating the dinner meal for the guests. The team leader, Zayneb Ghazle created a wonderful 

meal that started with freshly made humus and then a handmade vegetable soup.  The assistant 

chef, Frdos Muthanna, created the main course of chicken and rice, and her fellow students served 

those in attendance.  Zayneb stated "It was heartwarming and touching when the elderly gentlemen 

brought his wife into the kitchen to personally thank us, and they shared that they have 

unfortunately been at Hope Lodge for several weeks, but tonight was the best of any.”  

 
 

 Congratulations to all of our students who were recognized by the Urban League of Rochester as part 

of the 33rd Annual Salute to Black Scholars!  We met as a group on Wednesday, March 7, and 

celebrated their great work with a nice breakfast.  Well done! 
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Faculty Meetings 

3/13:  For this faculty meeting, please plan on it starting promptly at 2:25 and ending at approximately 3:35.  

I will provide a very brief update on the summary of our year-end meetings using “Frontline.”  We are 

beginning the process of moving to digital/electronic record keeping for personnel documents.  Erin Hassall 

will then present to the faculty “Supporting All Students in the Classroom.”  If you would like, you can 

preview her presentation in our faculty meeting Schoology page.  The end of the meeting will be an STA 

update.   

 

3/27: We are currently working with Cory Allen and Ned Dale to arrange a special faculty meeting where 

we work in departments and hear from Cosgrove teachers on how the transition to one-to-one has gone for 

Cosgrove.  There will be an opportunity for a question and answer session as well.  More information to 

follow! 

 

Emergency Drills 

As Tim shared in his email to staff a few days ago we have already planned the date for our next lock down 

drill.  We will send more information out as the date approaches, but we do anticipate that this will impact 

the start of 4th block by a few minutes on that day.  We continue to work closely with the Ogden Police 

Department and the Monroe County Sherriff’s Department to review all of our procedures and drills with 

them.  They have been great resources as always and we are certainly lucky to have them as our community 

partners.  As I have noted before they have committed to being in the building more often simply to interact 

with our students and staff on a regular basis.   

 

We will also be scheduling another lock down drill in the near future that will take place during a passing 

time.  Again, more information will be provided as that draws closer.  Please remember to keep your 

emergency plans in a readily accessible area for both you and a substitute teacher if you are absent.   

 

National Student Walkout 

Below is what I sent out via email to staff on Thursday, March 8, but I wanted to make sure this was accessible 

to parents as well: 

 

Over the last few days, Katie Wyant and I have met with student representatives who are organizing a 

student walkout to support the National Student Walkout on Wednesday, March 14.   We could not be 

more impressed by their maturity and sincere belief in needing to participate in this event and having their 

voices heard.  I was able to run this plan by Teacher Leaders as well today during our monthly meeting for 

feedback.  Below is the plan we will follow to allow those students who would like to participate in this 

walkout to do so in a safe and orderly manner:  

o The walkout will take place by going to the PAC  

o Students choosing to participate will be allowed to leave class at 9:50 to be able to get to the 

PAC and be seated by 10 

o Once students are in the PAC student leaders are planning the following: 

 A moment of silence for the 17 students and adults who were killed 
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 An option for students to sign a letter to Congress asking for stricter gun 

control/safer schools (letter written by student) 

 An option for students to write note cards of support/caring to students at 

Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School which I will mail for them 

 An option for students to write note cards to students at Cosgrove (spreading a 

message of kindness) 

 Contact information will be provided to students (by student leaders) who want 

it for their elected officials and who they can contact to ask for change if they 

would like to do so 

o Students will be dismissed from the PAC at approximately 10:20 and are expected to be back 

in class by 10:30 

o Teachers/staff who want to attend can do so if they are not teaching….all classes will 

continue on as normal however as students have the choice on whether or not to 

participate….students participating are responsible for missed work 

o Staff will be in the PAC for supervision/safety of students and staff from DO will be in the 

hallways to help make sure students get to and from the PAC in an orderly and timely manner 

 

I have been in contact with high school principals from across Monroe County and the plan developed by 

our students is very similar to each of theirs.   

 

A note/reminder regarding mailboxes 

Please remember to check your mailbox at least once a day.  There is time sensitive information that may 

be placed in your mailboxes by the Health Office, secretaries, etc.  Everyone’s attention to this is greatly 

appreciated.   

 

Principals Message 

I hope everyone has had a great week!  It is hard to believe that April Break is only three weeks away.  I 

would like to thank the entire staff for all of their support of our students over the past few weeks.  You have 

each been amazing as we have supported our students with the tragedy in Parkland and also reviewed our 

own safety procedures and emergency drills.  This focus on making sure our students and staff are confident 

they know what to do in the case on an emergency will continue.  We all have a role to play in helping to 

make our school community as safe as possible and I great appreciate everyone’s efforts and feedback on 

this. 

 

I hope each of you has a great weekend.  If you have any questions or concerns, as always, please feel free 

to see me at any time.  All the best!  Sean 

 

 

 

 

 

 


